
Christmas Greetings 

A slight change in the timing of our main holiday this year. Last year, as usual, we went in November. 
We went to Great Exuma in the Bahamas. We arrived on the island in darkness. The cases were 
unloaded onto a tractor and cart and taken to near the exit. There then seemed to be a free for all 
with the baggage. Fortunately we managed to find our cases. 

We had a very enjoyable holiday, which included some scuba diving (Cliff). But I decided that was 
going to be the last dive. I’ve since sold my regulator and BCD but still have a number of other items 
to dispose of. 

The return trip from Great Exuma was a bit like in the movies. First of all, the plane was late 
departing (flying to the main island of New Providence) and so some passengers were more than 
anxious. These became more excitable when they saw the pilot come out of his cabin and went into 
the loo. They couldn’t see the co-pilot and the stewardess (who had gone into the pilot’s cabin) and 
thought no one was in control. Interesting comments amongst the Caribbean passengers! But the 
pilot returned and completed his job. When we were collecting our baggage after we landed we 
were informed that the gates for our flight to London was closing in 5 minutes – but we were in the 
Domestic airport and the gates were in the International one. You could see some people getting 
into a real panic. Fortunately someone from our airline (BA) was organised enough to get us through 
a direct route to our gate and so we made our flight on time. We heard that others flying from other 
local islands were not so fortunate and missed the flight. 

Caryl is retiring from Surrey Fire and Rescue at the end of this year after over 48 years (mainly at 
Halifax Building Society). She is taking all of December as holiday and hence the change to our usual 
timing. We will be going to Sarasota, Florida for 2 weeks and I expect that the rest of the time will be 
preparing or celebrating Christmas and New Year. 

As Caryl’s role at Fire and Rescue involved dealing with the Territorial Army reservists at F&R we 
were invited to the Military Festival at Aldershot, Hampshire. 

Caryl went with her sister Lisa and 2 nieces to Marrakech, Morocco in February. I don’t think there 
will be a return visit. As soon as she came back we were off to Barcelona, Spain for a long weekend. 
Apart from our Sarasota trip the rest of the time has been in the UK. In April we flew up to Aberdeen 
to visit Alison, a second cousin. In August, Alison’s sister Katy was married in Peebles, Scotland and 
we flew up to represent the English side of the family (and Cliff was in Highland dress). In September 
we joined our local ramblers group in Rye, Sussex for a long weekend of walking. 

I’ve been out for some cycle rides, but not as many as I should have. It’s always good to take my bike 
when we visit Max and Lisa in Midhurst as it is a good area for cycling. The only organised ride was 
the Sussex ride for St Catherine’s Hospice in May – Max and I chose the 40 mile route (all the routes 
were hilly). 

We haven’t been to as many concerts this year but we have been fortunate to see Georgia Mancio, 
Martin Taylor, Richard Durrant and Edwina Hayes. The highlight of the trip to Barcelona was the 
Spanish guitar concert by Manuel Gonzalez at the Palau de la Musica Catalana. 



I joined Glyn Dewis (www.glyndewis.com) on his Brighton photowalk and a couple of weeks later I 
led a photowalk around Reigate as part of the Scott Kelby Worldwide Photo Walk 2013 
(http://worldwidephotowalk.com/) . 

I’ve continued to progress with my picture framing and have attended two further terms at East 
Surrey College. In October I set up a temporary studio in our garage and held an open studio. Having 
invested in some of the exhibition equipment I will probably hold another one next year. 

Caryl’s mum continues to be in good health and she will be staying with us over Christmas.  My 
parents have not had a good year, healthwise, but we are hopeful that things will improve next year. 
On December 1st this year they celebrate their 68th anniversary. 

I still continue with the family history research. Fortunately nowadays more images of the actual 
records are available online and this makes some of it easier. If you have any more Baughen, 
Baughan, Boffin etc. information please let me know. Christmas and New Year are a great time to 
ask relatives about what they remember. And next year is 100 years since the start of World War 1 
so expect to see more interest in this. Although some were destroyed many services (Army etc.) 
records have been released in the last couple of years. If you have a particular interest in your line 
please check with me as I may have more details. 

Do have a great Christmas and 2014. 

 

Cliff and Caryl 
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